
MEDICAL NOTES.

—

A correspondent of the Medical Record writes as follows : " This is the
way in which they manage ' these things ' in the town of Waterbury, Conn.,
and I think you will admit that the following subjoined extract from the letter
of a physician in Waterbury to a medical friend in this city is worthy of more

than a passing thought : —
" ' There are no losses, however, as all the bills are paid, and there are no

free patients. The poor of the town are admirably provided for, and I wish
some such plan could be adopted in New York city. When a patient wishes
to avail himself of the dispensary he is obliged to apply to one of the " select-
men " for a recommendation. If the selectman is not satisfied as to the appli-
cant's poverty the application is refused. When, however, the case is gen-
uine the selectman gives the patient a ticket of admission to the dispensary,
and the town pays the doctor and buys the medicine ; consequently Waterbury
neither manufactures paupers nor starves its doctors.The people seem

not only grateful for what is done for them, but also anxious to settle their
bills.' "'

— In The Clinic of August 11, 1877, Dr. Roberts Bartholow calls atten-
tion to the value of the bromide of potassium in cases of epileptiform tic-dou-
loureux. This disease is described by Trousseau as follows :

—" An individual, who for an instant before experienced no unusual sensa-

tion, and was totally free from suffering of every kind, is suddenly seized with
horrible pain while speaking. He is then seen to put his hand on his face and
press with violence ; he rubs with extraordinary energy, so that finally the re-

peated frictions destroy the hair on that side ; he compresses his head between
his hands and groans with the anguish. This scene lasts five, fifteen seconds, —
one minute at most, — and then he suddenly becomes quiet without having
had convulsions. The individual resumes his interrupted discourse until he
shall be seized by a fresh attack. Such is epileptiform neuralgia. Or it may
be at the moment when the attack begins all the muscles of one side of the
face are agitated by rapid convulsive attacks, which, as in the preceding case,
will be accomplished in a minute or less ; such is convulsive epileptiform neu-

ralgia or tic-douloureux."
To such a case Dr. Bartholow gave a drachm of the bromide of potassium

three times a day. Bromism was quickly induced, but the effect on the tic-
douloureux was immediate and most striking ; the paroxysms ceased at once,
and the patient has not had any pain since.

— That toads will eat bees, says The Popular Science Monthly, would seem

to be proved by the observations of M. Brunet. As the bees from a hive
were coming in to escape from a rain storm, some of them rested on the grass
in the vicinity awaiting their turn to enter. M. Brunet saw a toad busy in de-
vouring these bees. He carried the toad again and again to a distance of from
thirty to fifty metres from the hive, but sooner or later the animal was at his
post again greedily devouring the bees.
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